
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

WITNESS FOR PEACE 

SOUTHWEST REGION 

PO Box 1781  

Ojai, CA 93024 

This year WFPSW hosted its annual 

Ojai Retreat and Conference! Joined 

by several guest speakers and a 

fantastic audience, we were able to put 

on some incredible workshops. These 

included workshops on: Honduras, 

Women and Environmental Rights, 

Climate Change (impact & response 

in Cuba and Latin America), 

Colombia- Christian Peace Maker 

Teams, and Nonviolence and 

Sustainable Communication. All of 

these workshops were inspiring and 

informative to our attendees! 

 

 

Contact us at 805-421-9708          www.WFPSW.org 

Jeanette Charles (Secretary): Jeanette is a longtime 

member of the Chiapas Support Committee and youth 

organizer for the Strategy Center. She has hosted our 

webinars on Venezuela and participated in delegations to 

Colombia and Honduras, is fluent in Spanish, & is currently 

pursuing an advanced degree in Caracas, Venezuela.  

Suzanne St. Claire (2nd from top): Our 

final new board member is Suzanne, a  

full time student, and our new 

Treasurer for WFPSW. Suzanne has 

followed Witness for Peace for several 

years and is very interested in traveling 

to Latin America. Suzanne has also 

served on the board of the Ojai Valley 

Tennis Association and in a leadership 

role with the Ojai Valley Youth 

Foundation! She will be lending 

WFPSW some of her many skills in 

writing & editing, financial accounting, 

fundraising and vision planning.  

 

Rachel Bruhnke (Co-Chair, 2nd from 

bottom): Rachel Bruhnke has worked for 

25 years in the Latin America solidarity 

movement! Rachel has lived in Ecuador 

and Honduras and has led dozens of 

environmentally focused delegations to 

Cuba. Rachel currently works as a high 

school Spanish teacher and is the mother 

of a beautiful daughter. Rachel has been 

known to state that “the revolution starts 

in your backyard”. Rachel grows organic 

fruits and vegetables in her backyard and 

gives talks on climate change throughout 

Southern California.  

 

Malia Everette (bottom photo): Malia 

has been involved with socially 

responsible tourism for over two 

decades with a travel record to over 75 

countries.  Malia has a Masters Degree 

in International Relations and is co-

founder of the Richmond Progressive 

Alliance. Malia is also founder & CEO 

of a socially responsible tourism 

organization called Altruvistas. For 

more info on traveling to places like 

Cuba, Vietnam or Iran go to 

www.atruvistas.com. A warm WFPSW 

welcome to this proud mother of two.  

 

Sarah Sharpe (top photo): Sarah Sharpe is currently a co-

director of the environmentally focused Interfaith Social Justice 

Collaborative in her resident city, Fresno CA. Sarah has a 

career in organizing for social justice having worked for the 

United Farm Workers and SEIU.  Sarah has traveled to Cuba, 

Mexico and Honduras. 

 

 

New Board Members 

Honduras Elections Report 

The Cuban Five 

Speaking Tour Report 

Ojai Retreat & Conference Report 

By Tanya Cole (Director-WFPSW, co-leader 

Sister Cities/Share Observation Team) 

December 4, 2013 

 

Witness for Peace Southwest sent three 

representatives to observe the Honduras 

elections this past Nov 24th as part of 166 

international observers organized by the 

Honduras Solidarity Network. The elections 

were wrought with pre-election violence, 

fraud, intimidation, protests, assassinations and 

US attempts to legitimize a stolen election. 

The Honduras electoral tribunal declared the 

right wing national party candidate Juan 

Orlando Hernandez the official winner while 

three political parties claim fraud and demand 

a recount. The night of the election just hours 

after the closing of polling stations, US 

Ambassador Lisa Kubiske called the election 

“transparent” and called on the Honduran 

people to peacefully respect the results.  

 

Pre-Election Violence 

A Rights Action report showed in the weeks 

leading up to the elections, LIBRE and 

Resistance activists were harassed, threatened 

and assassinated for their political 

involvement. The homes of Edwin Espinal and 

Marco Antonio Rodriguez were raided by 

military police, LIBRE congressional 

candidate Beatriz Valle received deaths threats 

forcing her flight from the country and TV 

Globo cameraman and LIBRE activist Manuel 

Murillo was assassinated. Our delegation 

met with Edwin Espinal a week before the 

elections. 

 

International Election Observers 

The Honduras Solidarity Network organized 

the largest international election observation 

team with 166 credentialed observers by the 

TSE.  Observers were in 10 of the 18 

departments of Honduras. WFPSW 

members as part of Sister Cities/Share 

delegation observed in the Aguan Valley, 

Department of Colon where 113 campesino 

leaders have been killed since the 2009 

coup.  

 

International Observers were subject to 

intimidation and harassment in the days 

prior to the elections by immigration police 

sent by national party President Pepe Lobo. 

Several raids occurred in Tegucigalpa and 

El Progreso. One raid occurred while HSN 

delegations were receiving observation 

training from the Supreme Electoral 

Tribunal (TSE). Another raid in 

Tegucigalpa was conducted by immigration 

police heavily armed and faces covered in 

masks.  

 

Day of Elections- Nov 24, 2013 

Violence and Intimidation: The eve of 

elections took the lives of two campesinos 

while they were returning home from 

electoral training in preparation for their 

election duties the next day.   In the 

department of Copan, International 

Observers from the Alliance for Global 

Justice recorded reports of LIBRE members 

who were held hostage the morning of the 

elections so that they could not serve on  

(Continued on inside right page) 
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LIBRE went from zero seats in congress to 38 seats 

holding the second largest majority. Other smaller 

parties like the PAC also gained seats. LIBRE also 

swept in many municipalities, winning mayorships and 

local level positions across the country. Many members 

of the grassroots FNRP resistance gained political 

positions. Former President Mel Zelaya won a 

congressional seat from his department of Olancho.  

  

LIBRE refuses to recognize results, shows proof of 

fraud and calls its base to the streets. 

On Friday November 29, 2013, Presidential candidate 

Xiomara Castro de Zelaya held a press conference in 

which she stated “We will demonstrate that triumph of 

LIBRE was the will of the Honduran people with its 

votes on November 24th. And this triumph is being 

stolen by those who have turned the electoral system 

into a farce, by falsifying voting records and 

adulterating electoral results...”  

 

In a video interview with the Real News: “We're going 

to bring the struggle back to the streets, as we have 

been doing for the last four and a half years, because 

Juan Hernández is not the legitimate president of 

Honduras... We're going to keep the international 

pressure, the national pressure, until at some point in 

Honduras the will of the people is respected.” 

 

Continued Assassinations of Resistance leaders 

Within a week after the elections, two more political 

assassinations occurred. A day after the elections in the 

area of Ocotal, Santa Barbara, Gilberto Lara aged 60, a 

member of the Central Nacional de los Trabajadores del 

Campo (CNTC) campesino organization and of the 

cooperative "Sacrada Familia" was murdered. The next 

victim was Jose Antonio Ardon known as Emo 2 (for  

 

his resemblance to the beloved resistance figure 

Emo who was also murdered). He was part of the 

famous motorcycle group Motorizada of the 

Resistance who always accompanied Xiomara, 

and LIBRE. He was ambushed by 4 gunmen and 

hit 4 times, about a block away from his home.  

 

Next Steps for Solidarity 

1. Report Backs- Witness for Peace Southwest 

and Sister /Share delegation members will be 

completing a full delegation report that will 

include reports from visits to Rio Blanco, Siria 

Valley, meetings with the Movement for 

Diversity in Resistance (Erick Martinez), Los 

Necios (Ana Rivera ad Gerardo Torres), Edwin 

Espinal, COFADEH, Hugo Noe Pino (former 

ambassador to US), Berta Caceras and Aureliano 

Molina of COPINH, Bartolo Fuentes (new 

elected congressman LIBRE), OFRANEH (Afro-

Hondurans), Wilfredo Paz (Aguan), MUCA-

Unified Campesino Movement of the Aguan and 

much more. There will also be report back events 

taking place in Southern California and other 

states and cities. WFPSW will host a webinar 

report back in coming weeks.  

 

2. Holding the US Embassy accountable- 

WFPSW and partner organizations will be 

launching a  letter and call in day campaign to 

denounce US Ambassador Lisa Kubiske's 

interference in the Honduran electoral process. 

Stay tuned for action alert. 

 

3. Honduras Solidarity Network face to face 

planning meeting-The Honduras Solidarity 

Network will be holding a face to face strategy 

meeting in coming months to plan next steps of 

solidarity in post elections Honduras. WFPSW 

will be sending representatives to this strategy 

meeting.  

 

4. Fundraising for increased accompaniment and 

security protections for resistance activists- 

WFPSW will continue its fundraising efforts to 

provide increased accompaniment to resistance 

activists through speaking tours and delegations 

in addition to raising funds to assist with 

increased security measures for resistance leaders 

under threat.  

 

Donations can be made at 

www.wfpsw.org 
 

Resources: 

www.wfpsw.org (for full report with links) 

www.hondurassolidarity.org 

www.hondurasresists.blogspot.com 

www.resistenciahonduras.net 
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their voting tables. Two women also 

reported being attacked and their credentials 

stolen. 

 

Vote Buying- Both the traditional parties 

(Liberal and National) were reported to be 

buying votes outside voting centers. 

Testimonies, photos and video recordings of 

the vote buying were collected at the 

majority of voting centers where the 

international observer teams were present. 

In most cases votes were bought for 500 

Lempiras ($25 USD) and the voter was to 

make a public open vote in front of the 

whole voting table (a voting option normally 

for handicapped or elderly), with the 

national party or liberal party representative 

watching through the window to confirm the 

vote for payment.  

 

Election Results 

Within hours of the closing of polling 

stations on election day, the TSE (Supreme 

Electoral Tribunal), whose President is a 

well-known member of the National Party, 

began to post preliminary results of National 

Party Presidential candidate Juan Orlando 

leading LIBRE's Xiomara Castro by 5 

percentage points. Almost immediately US 

Ambassador Lisa Kubiske called the 

Honduran elections “transparent”, said the 

results coincided with the reports from her 

observers and called on Hondurans to 

peacefully respect the results of the TSE. 

 

Discrepancies in vote reporting - It soon 

became clear that the vote tallies that were 

reported from the original voting “mesas” 

did not match the posted results on the TSE 

website.  

 

LIBRE sweeps in congress and 

municipalities- Despite discrepancies in vote 

counts LIBRE candidates still swept in the 

areas of congress and municipal mayorships.  

 

U.S. Ambassador Lisa Kubiske with current 

National Party President Pepe Lobo Fall Speaking 
Tour Update 
This September, Witness for Peace 

Southwest hosted an incredible guest 

speaker from Honduras, Ana Rivera. Ana is 

a political activist, and a key leader of the 

resistance movement in Honduras. Tanya 

Cole, Witness for Peace Southwest 

Director, accompanied Ana on this 

speaking tour. Overall this amazing visit 

resulted in: 

 

 A visit to three states: California, 

New Mexico, and Arizona. 

 A 10-City Tour ranging from 

Albuquerque to Berkeley. 

 Eight Radio Interviews 

 10 congressional lobby visits: 

CA-Feinstein, Boxer, Barbara 

Lee, Jackie Spear, Jared 

Huffman, and Janice Hahn. AZ- 

Barber and Grijalva. NM- Sen. 

Heinrich and Udall. 

 A visit to 7 Universities: 

University of San Francisco, SF 

State, Cal State LA, UCLA, 

University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, Scripps College, 

and Pitzer College. 

 7 influential community events 

 Two house parties. 

 A live, bilingual Webinar. 

 One Scuba Dive! 

 

 This November 24th, Witness for 

Peace Southwest is sending six delegates to 

Honduras, in order to serve as international 

observers for the critical elections. Ana 

Rivera, Tanya Cole (WFPSW Regional 

Director) and other WFPSW members had 

a meeting in Tucson with Rep. Grijalva's 

office to ask him to send a letter to 

Secretary of State John Kerry regarding 

U.S neutrality in the Honduran elections. 

Rep. Grijalva responded to this ask with an 

excellent letter to Sec. Kerry co-signed by 

Representatives Mike Honda and Hank 

Johnson. You can read this letter on our 

website at www.wfpsw.org.  Thank you so 

much to Ana Rivera and Tanya Cole, for 

making this tour so immensely successful!  

 

THE CASE OF THE CUBAN FIVE 

 
By Alicia Jrapko, U.S. Coordinator of the 

International Committee for the Freedom of the 

Cuban 5. 

On September 12th, 1998 five Cuban men 

were arrested in South Florida. If you never 

heard about this case you are not alone.  The 

case of the Cuban 5 is political in nature and 

has little to do with justice in the courts and 

everything to do with 50 years of failed U.S. 

policy towards Cuba. This case, more than 

any other, exposes the hypocrisy and double 

standards of Washington’s so called war 

against terrorism. While the Cuban 5, true 

anti-terrorism fighters, are serving 

outrageous sentences that has gone on for 

over 15 years, a known international 

terrorist like Luis Posada Carriles who was 

one of the those responsible for the 

bombing in midair of a civilian Cuban 

airliner killing 73 innocent people, today 

freely walks the streets of Miami. 

 

Who are the Cuban 5? 

The “Cuban 5”as they are internationally 

known are Rene Gonzalez, Antonio 

Guerrero, Fernando Gonzalez, Gerardo 

Hernandez and Ramon Labañino. They are 

poets, pilots, engineers, artists, graduates, 

husbands, sons, brothers, fathers, some are 

Cubans Americans.  

 

Their “crimes”? 

They came to South Florida in the mid 

1990’s to monitor the activities of violent 

anti- Cuba exile groups based in Miami and 

report back to their country. Since the time 

of the Revolution in 1959 CIA trained 

terrorist groups have caused the deaths of 

close to 3,500 Cubans.  Because over all 

this time Republican and Democrat 

administrations alike have done nothing to 

stop the activities of these groups, Cuba out 

of necessity sent these men to be the eyes 

and ears of the plans of these groups. The 

Cuban 5 came with no weapons, and carried 

out no acts of violence all the while putting 

themselves at great risk to defend not just 

their loved ones they left behind, but all 

Cuban families. When the Cuban 

government in 1998 turned over 

information to the FBI that had been 

gathered by the Cuban 5, instead of 

arresting the planners of these acts of 

violence, the FBI arrested the five Cubans.  

During the first 17 months of their 

incarceration, before they were charged, the 

Cuban 5 were held in a Special Housing 

Unit in the federal prison in Miami, isolated 

from all other prisoners and kept from 

contact with their families. 

  

Despite attempts by their defense attorneys 

for a change of venue, the trial of the Cuban 

5 took place in Miami; the only city in the 

United States where 5 men accused of being 

agents of the Cuban government could 

never have a fair trial. The trial was filled 

with judicial irregularities including jury 

intimidation and journalists on the 

government payroll who wrote 

sensationalized articles leading up to and 

during the trial to prejudice public opinion 

in Southern Florida.  They were charged 

and convicted of 26 counts of violating 

federal laws of the US – 24 of these charges 

were relatively minor and technical 

offenses. The more serious charges were 

conspiracy charges, but not a single piece of 

evidence was presented against them to 

confirm these charges.  The trial was the 

longest criminal case in US federal court 

history and included testimony from 

military officers that the Cuban 5 did 

nothing that posed a security threat to the 

U.S.  A long appeal has dragged on and at 

this point there are almost no legal avenues 

left. There is much more hope and 

confidence that the case will be resolved by 

a jury of millions in the court of public 

opinion.  

 

In October 2011 Rene Gonzalez ended his 

15 years sentence and was obligated to stay 

in US under supervised probation until May 

2013 when he definitely returned to Cuba. 

Fernando Gonzalez (no related to Rene) will 

end his sentence in February 2014, Antonio 

Guerrero will end his sentence in 2017, 

although because he is also a U.S. citizen he 

may have to remain in the US for a number 

of years before returning to Cuba. Ramón 

Labañino will end his sentence in 2024. 

Gerardo Hernandez with two life sentences 

over him will die in prison unless we work 

harder to reverse this travesty of justice.  

 

The Cuban 5 enjoy a great deal of support 

from all over the world, including 10 Nobel 

Prize Winners, a number of Presidents from 

Latin America, members of Parliament from 

all over the world, U.S. Actors and Artists, 

intellectuals, labor leaders, writers, religious 

figures, professors and students.    

 

We encourage the people of the United 

States to learn about this case and to join the 

struggle for justice. 

 

To learn more about the case visit 

www.thecuban5.org   or call 510-219-0092 

 Sister Cities/Share Observer Delegation Team-Aguan Valley, Honduras 

http://www.wfpsw.org/
http://www.thecuban5.org/

